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Dear Friends,           Lent 2021 
 

When Abram was ninety-nine years old, 
the LORD appeared to Abram, 

and said to him, 
“I am God Almighty; 

walk before me, and be blameless. 
And I will make a covenant between me and you, 

and I will make you exceedingly numerous”. 
(Genesis 17: vs. 1 – 2) 

 
Sadly, this week we learnt that the house we were hoping to move in to at Torrisholme was taken off 
the market. This is a major disappointment for all concerned. I am grateful for all the messages of 
support and encouragement received from the Lancashire North Missional Partnership.  
 
So, we are still waiting for a removal date up to Lancashire. Waiting can be a difficult place to be in 
especially before making a long journey to a new home. Throw into the mix being in lock down, this 
can make for unusual and demanding times. 
I will be moving up into the new manse with my wife Alison and one of our sons, Simon. Our daughter 
Eve will be joining us for college holidays from Reigate College where she is studying for her A Levels. 
From the manse in Surrey, I have been phoning around the members of the seven churches in the 
Lancashire North Missional Partnership. Talking to folk at Sefton Road many of you have been enjoying 
taking your daily exercise by walking along the prom by the coast. You all tell me how lovely it is to look 
across the sea to the Cumbrian coastline. Alison and myself are looking forward to walking (and cycling) 
along the beach and the prom and enjoying a coffee once the cafes are opened again! 
 
The story of Abram has a certain resonance with me. God calls Abram to move away from his family 
and home to make a journey to a strange land that God will eventually show him. As we are reminded 
in the above scripture, Abram was not in the flushes of youth when he set out in obedience to God’s 
call at the tender age of 99! 
With the passing of years, it is tempting to move down a few gears and begin to take things a bit easier. 
This doesn’t seem to be the case with God. Clearly, Abram has been chosen by God to complete a 
calling and ministry by which God will bless the nations.    
God invites Abram to walk before him, to journey with God. In a recent article in Reform a commentator 
made the observation that most of our living takes place in the journey towards our destination; that 
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each day of our journey with God is special and important. We just need the eyes of faith to see God 
by our side.  
Then there is God’s charge to Abram to be blameless as he travels along with his Lord. I take this to 
mean we are accountable to God in what we do and speak. Yes, obstacles and disappointments are 
bound to come our way but this must not allow us to be fearful of God’s calling into our lives. Abram’s 
faithful journey was an important part of the salvation history of God’s people whereby God blesses all 
humanity. And we are still part of that great story which we share today with our saviour Jesus Christ. 
 
With every blessing, 
 
John Gordon  
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Services in March 

 
Garstang  All services will be on Zoom. 
 
March 7th       10.45am                           Lindsay Williamson 
March 14th  10.45am Mothering Sunday   Rev Irene John 
March 21st 10.45am                       Lindsay Williamson 
March 28th  10.45am Palm Sunday           Rev Irene John 
 
Advance notice: Maundy Thursday, April 1st at 7.00pm. Communion for Agape led by Rev. Irene.  
 
Forton Services will be in church observing Covid safety rules with social distancing, face 

coverings, hand sanitising and track and trace. 
 
March 7th  9.15am  Chris Lamb 
March 28th  9.15am  Lindsay Williamson with Music by Lindsay's wife. 
 
Advance notice: Good Friday, April 2nd at 3pm. A small devotional Service is planned. 
 

 
Easter Cross 

 
At the Elder’s meeting held in February it was 
decided to repeat what we did last year and 
ask members of the Congregation to display 
a bare cross in their windows or gardens 
during Holy Week.  
On Easter Sunday we will bring them to life 
by decorating them with flowers and ribbons 
to illustrate the joy, hope and promise of a 
Risen Lord. 
There will also be a Cross set outside the 
Church and made ready for people to put 
their own flowers on from 12 noon on 
Saturday April 3rd  Please go along at your 
own time and add your flowers to this Cross 
to celebrate the joy of Easter. The Cross will 
be a witness to everyone passing and it is 
hoped that members of the public will join in 
over the weekend and add their own flowers. 
Some flowers will be left at the foot of the 
Cross for anyone who wishes to place them 
into the display. 
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Numbers, numbers, numbers! 
 

During the last year it seems as though our lives have been controlled by numbers, some not good, 
some dreadful and some terrifying! Even now our path, or road (who has the map?) out of lockdown 
depends on how the numbers change over the next few months. So, for a change here are some 
HAPPY numbers – 
 
3,5009 old bikes have been repaired and now safely back on the road thanks to Cycling UK’s Big 
Bike Revival. As more people dug out unused bicycles to get out and about during lockdown, the 
campaign, which started in May last year, taught people how to fix their bikes and to ride them safely. 
 
95k solar panels on a solar farm in Dorset will be powering the City of London for the next 15 years. 
The farm will be providing more than half of the City’s electricity. 
 
150k litres of undrunk beer has been transformed into enough electricity to power 1,200 homes in 
South Australia. During lockdown, breweries around Adelaide sent beer that would be wasted to the 
Glenelg Wastewater Treatment Plant, where it was converted into 654mw hours of energy. 
 
£30k and counting – that’s how much Lent Action Network (KRAN) have crowdfunded to support 
young asylum seekers with life skills, mentoring and advocacy. (crowdfunder.co.uk/help-kent-refugees) 
 
And who wouldn’t love a water vole? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
200 water voles will be introduced to the River Thames thanks to a crowdfunded community urban 
rewilding project. Water voles are the most rapidly declining mammal in the UK and while hundreds 
have been released into countryside areas in the last couple of years, this is the first urban 
reintroduction. 
 
All the above numbers were taken from “the simple things’ magazine but for the best numbers, 
remember Ann Wicks’ advice and COUNT YOUR BLESSINGS! 
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Memorial Garden 
 
The Elders have decided to extend the church Memorial Garden a short distance along the rear wall 
of the churchyard. This will involve cutting back or removing some overgrown shrubs, and levelling the 
ground. The Management Committee will assist Barrie Mason with that work, which will be carried out 
when weather and lockdown restrictions permit. The extension will be laid out to match the existing 
plots.  
 
In addition, a new sturdy handrail has been installed along the Memorial Garden path, to provide easier 
and safer access. The metal handrail was designed and made specifically for us and so quite 
expensive, but a very generous contribution towards the cost has been received from Nevill Joseph, in 
memory of dear Hilda, his darling "Snowy". We thank Nevill for this gift, and join with him in fond 
memories of Hilda. 

 
 

Congratulations 
 
We have also been informed that Nevill has a very special birthday coming up this month so we all 
wish him congratulations and all the best. 
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Have you learned anything during lockdown? 

 
My grandson who I am helping with his GCSE maths taxes my brain now and again taking it back to 
algebra, trigonometry and so on, usually I can cope. 
For example; If 2x = 8,  what is x?  I hope you will come up with the correct answer which is 4. 
Or, if two of the angles in a triangle are 60 degrees and 90 degrees, can you work out what the third 
angle is? 
Well since the three angles in a triangle always add up to 180 degrees, we simply take 90 and 60 from 
180 to leave us with the answer, which is 30 degrees. 
 
My problem came with questions about probability which I had never dealt with in depth before. 
Yes, I know that if you spin a coin there is a 50/50 chance that it will land heads up, and so on. 
For more complicated probability questions however, I had to get the tutorial books out and 
teach myself  first, and then we were OK. 
So, in answer to the heading of this article about learning anything during lockdown, the answer is 'yes' 
I have learnt a little bit about probability as applied to maths questions. 
 
What am I rambling on about you may wonder, and the answer is LOCKDOWN. 
We need to follow the guidelines set out by Government such as 'Stay at Home', 'Safe Distance', etc. 
Remember that if you have had an injection you can still catch COVID. 
Remember if you meet someone who has had an injection, they can still pass COVID on and infect 
you. 
Bubbles are allowed but only if you live by yourself and only with one other household. 
Sorry but no more wild parties with lots of people there. 
These are some of the rules as I see them but there are many more to follow; they are for everyone to 
follow and for everyone's benefit, we are all in the same boat. 
As and when the situation allows, I look forward to us meeting up in Church again in a safe environment. 
It will possibly happen, and probably will when the time is right. 
 
Stay safe, take care, and I hope to see you all at the other side of lockdown. 
David Ralphs. 
 

Spring at Forton 
 
Three photos of new life blooming in Forton’s church yard from Joyce Holden. 
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Vaccines for all 
 
Daleen ten Cate forwarded the following from the URC Global and Intercultural Ministries Team. At this 
time of year, we would usually be enjoying our Lent Lunches and making donations for the work of 
Christian Aid. Perhaps, if you have received your COVID vaccination or not, you might consider making 
a donation this Christian Aid appeal instead? 
 
Dear Friends, 
  
We wonder how many of us have been fortunate enough to be offered the COVID vaccine - whether 
or not we have decided to accept. 
  
Many voices have been highlighting the inequalities exposed by COVID.  The COVID vaccine rollout 
is one latest example, with many poorer nations and vulnerable communities having no access to the 
vaccine or being charged up to four times the price paid by European countries. 
  
Christian Aid has invited the URC to partner with them in addressing this disparity. The just vaccine 
appeal encourages us to appreciate our own opportunity to receive the vaccine by making a donation 
enabling others to receive the vaccine too.  Please see the link below.  Support if you can... and 
encourage others to do the same.   
  
https://events.tapsimple.org/page/christian-aid/united-reformed-church-supporting-a-just-vaccine-
rollout 
  
Blessings, 
Global & Intercultural Ministries 
 
 

In case you are missing reading  
the hymn book in Church 

 

Sally Watson shares two hymns to bring reassurance and hope if we but trust in God. 

Are there any hymns which, for you, sum up your faith and trust in God?  

I have chosen two. Neither, unfortunately are in our new hymn book, ‘Hymns of Glory Songs of Praise’, 
but we have sung my first choice many times from ‘Rejoice and Sing’.[R&S 518] 

For many people the hymn ‘Father I place into your hands’ is a prayer to music. Originally written by 
Jenny Hewar [who also wrote the music] as a children’s hymn in 1975 it is now used in many churches 
around the world as a hymn of trust. The first two verses acknowledge our complete reliance on God 
for our strength and guidance. The last line of each of the first three verses is a commitment to put our 
complete trust in God. These words are ones we can hold one to as we continue to look for the light at 
the end of the Covid 19 tunnel.  

At the end of the hymn is a link to a YouTube video where you can hear it being sung. Or simply keep 
a copy of the words by your bedside to use as a prayer before you go to sleep. 
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You can listen to this hymn on YouTube by clicking the link:  https://youtu.be/Tlt3iUc3wfo 
 
 
 
My second hymn, which I love and which speaks to me, is ‘I Do Not Know What Lies Ahead. Written 
by Alfred B. Smith and Eugene Clarke. It can be found in several hymn books including Complete 
Mission Praise [269]. It is, for each of us, a personal commitment to trust in God’s almighty power to 
guide and care for us at every twist and turn of life. As we read/sing the words we are affirming that we 
will trust in God for everything in our lives. Whether our problems be large or small, when the way 
seems difficult to navigate, we can trust the God of miracles if only we give our whole lives over to Him. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Again, the link to YouTube if you want to hear it sung is; https://youtu.be/sgA4UlkB1N8 
 

Father, I place into your hands 
The things I cannot do, 
Father, I place into your hands 
The things that I've been through. 
Father, I place into your hands 
The way that I should go, 
For I know I always can trust you.  

Father, I place into your hands 
My friends and family. 
Father, I place into your hands 
The things that trouble me. 
Father, I place into your hands 
The person I would be, 
For I know I always can trust you. 

Father, we love to see your face, 
We love to hear your voice. 
Father, we love to sing your praise 
And in your name rejoice. 
Father, we love to walk with you 
And in your presence rest, 
For we know we always can trust you.  

Father, I want to be with you 
And do the things you do. 
Father, I want to speak the words 
That you are speaking too. 
Father, I want to love the ones 
That you will draw to you, 
For I know that I am one with you. 

 

I do not know what lies ahead, 
the way I cannot see; 
yet one stands near to be my Guide, 
He’ll show the way to me: 

 

I know who holds the future, 
and He’ll guide me with His hand; 
with God things don’t just happen, 
everything by Him is planned. 
So as I face tomorrow, 
with its problems large and small, 
I’ll trust the God of miracles, 
give to Him my all. 

 

I do not know how many days 
of life are mine to spend; 
but One who knows and cares for me 
will keep me to the end: 

I know who holds the future…        
 

 

I do not know the course ahead, 
what joys and griefs are there; 
but One Is near who fully knows, 
I’ll trust His loving care: 

I know who holds the future… 
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Abbey Lakes 
 

 
 
Our new Minister to the Pastorate, Revd. John Gordon says he is greatly informed by Benedictine 
spirituality. This mention of the order of St. Benedict took me back to places in my childhood in the then 
village of Upholland in Lancashire. 
 
In 1307 Robert Holland founded a small chapelry, which soon became a larger Collegiate Chapel. The 
lay clergy devoted their lives to worship, prayer and teaching the bishop advised Robert to change the 
foundation to a Benedictine Priory. When Henry VIII dissolved the monasteries, including Upholland 
Priory, it was said the monks were not devoting their lives to God: some had feather beds and valuables 
in their cells! However, the monks had supported some old and infirm people and educated local 
children. Villagers wanted to keep the Priory's Church, which had been dedicated to St. Thomas the 
Martyr. One remnant of the early building is the "monk's" door in the nave of the present building. 
 
As a child I attended the village Church of England school and on Ash Wednesday we went to this St. 
Thomas’s Church. We saw the "monk's" door and knew that beyond outside was a house still known 
as "The Abbey". We could walk around the Abbey Lakes. We had heard the stories of the Benedictine 
monks and to worship in a Grade 1 Listed building is quite awesome. These were very special 
memories of a special time in English history. 
 
Joyce Holden 
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Ann Wicks 
 
Ann Wicks was a friend, confidante and reassuring presence. Apart from finding Ann wise counsel 
when I had problems, she was a valued and inspirational member of the church worship team. Often 
coming up with new and challenging ways to deliver worship, she could always be relied on to write 
meaningful prayers. She also introduced me to books by J. John and Mark Stibbe. Collections of stories 
and jokes from two Christian writers which entertained with a purpose. She often read one of their 
pieces of writing at the end of our garden meetings. When the first lock down was eased in 2020 and 
we were allowed to meet in groups of 6 in the garden, it was Ann who invited 5 others to meet for an 
hour, in her garden, on Sunday mornings. Our refreshment was water- not coffee as this would have 
broken the rules. Ann being Ann always had a slice of lemon in the water and she always had flowers 
or a plant on the table. Sadly, after her stroke all that came to an end. I shall remember her strong faith 
and indefatigable courage through Jackson’s and then her own failing health. I have so many lovely 
memories: Ann was an inspiration to the end.  
Sally 
 
 

Basil Johnson 
 
It is with sadness that we announce the passing of Basil Johnson. His funeral was last Thursday. 
Please remember Audrey and her family in your prayers. 
 
 
 
Sally sends you this thought for Mothering Sunday. 
 
 
 
 

 

On Mothering Sunday remember 

Mothers who have given birth; 

Mothers who are raising or have raised or children; 

Mothers who have struggled with the responsibility of motherhood 

Mothers who have lost children; Mothers who have been lost. 

Mothers who have become grandmothers or mothers to their grandchildren. 

Remember too. the mother who gave birth to you, the person who raised you 

and helped make you what you are: but remember most of all you are God’s 

precious child and he loves you unconditionally every moment of your life.  

Give thanks as you remember. 
 


